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EDITORIALS 











The Union’s 85th Year 


This year the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations turns 85. In 
1873, after many futile attempts, the 
Union came into being as the first 
national federation of synagogues in 
America. 

The very nature of Reform rejects 
complacency. Hence, the observance 
of this milestone in temples and com- 
munities throughout the country 
should feature reevaluation as well 
as rejoicing. 

Another ingredient of the many 
anniversary events should be the de- 
termination to give ever-increasing 
support to the Union and its many 
projects which are designed to main- 
tain the vitality of our movement. 
Readers with suggestions for making 
the Union even more meaningful in 
the life of our nation are invited to 
submit them to the magazine. 


New Name for the Union? 


At the last Biennial 
delegates of the Union strongly in- 
dicated approval of a name-change 
for the organization. 

Favored was the new 

Advisory 
Relations: 
Judaism. 
two other 


suggested: Reform 


Assembly 


name 
Committee 
American 


pro- 
posed by the 
on Public 
Union for Reform 

More recently, 
have been 
agogue Union and Reform Temple 
Union. 

To give delegates an opportunity 
to think through the change and 
for legal reasons, it was necessary to 
postpone definite action to the time 
of the next Biennial scheduled, in- 
cidentally, for November 15-18, 1959 
at Miami Beach. 

If a new name is to be adopted it 
would come fittingly as a climax of 
current observances of the 85th an- 
niversary of the Union’s founding. 

Do you like the proposed new 
names? Have you other suggestions? 
It would be well for individuals and 
congregations within the movement 
to give thought to the question and 
bring the fruitage of their thinking 
to the Biennial. 


names 
Syn- 


AMERICAN JUDAISM i 
° 











erican 
85. In 
ts, the 
> first 
ues in 


ejects 
vance 
com- 
untry 
well 


many 
e de- 
asing 
nany 
nain- 
nent. 
king 
il in 
d to 


? 


nbly 
in- 
Inge 


pro- 
ttee 
can 


mes 
yn- 
ple 


lity 
ind 
to 
me 
in- 
)59 


it 

of 
in- 
ig. 
ae 
3? 


nd 











The Bombing Outrages 


Not by Might and 
Not by Dynamite! 


AST COLUMBUS DAY, also known 
L as Discovery Day, the U. S. was 
jolted into the that its 
lunatic fringe of bigots means busi- 


discovery 


ness. 

The jolt came in the form of the 
dynamiting of The Temple in At- 
lanta; it was followed by another 
tremor in Peoria, where Anshai 
Emeth Temple was the target of an 
explosion. 

These bombings were not, by any 
means, the first depredations per- 
petrated by the hatelers. At least 
eleven previous assaults were made, 
1957 and 1958, on syna- 
Negro churches and public 
schools, in North Carolina, Tennes- 
see, and Florida. But the Atlanta 
blast, because of its gravity and be- 
cause it jarred the President of the 
U.S. into making a shocked inter- 
polation in his address at the new 
center of the National Council of 
Churches. awoke the land to a true 
awareness of the seriousness of the 


during 
gogues., 


matter. 

The reaction provided the bigots 
with a few discoveries, too. Local po- 
lice groups. often suspected of lacka- 
daisicality in the teeth of violence, 
exhibited more vigor. The FBI, or- 
dered into the picture by the Presi- 


dent, labored hard to “crack the 
case.” Church groups and editors, 


civic leaders and legislators, joined 
in shocked denunciations of the out- 
rages. The wave of telephone threats 
following the publicity given to the 
blasts was matched by a wave of 
indignation on the part of aroused 
citizens everywhere. 

It was the mayor of Atlanta, Wil- 
liam B. Hartsfield, who summarized 
the significance of the eruption. 
“Every rabble-rousing politician,” he 
exclaimed, “is the godfather of the 
cross-burners and the dynamiters.” 
The same point was made in a host 
of flashing, slashing editorials, no- 
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tably the one in the Atlanta Consti- 
tution which said, in part: 

“This is a harvest .. . of defiance 
of courts and the encouragement of 
citizens to defy law. . The ex- 
tremists of the Citizens’ Councils, 
the political leaders who in terms 
violent and inflammatory have repu- 
diated their oaths and stood against 
due process of law, have helped un- 
loose this flood of hate and bombing. 
This, too, is a harvest of those so- 
called Christian ministers who have 
chosen to preach hate instead of 
compassion. . . . Hate and lawless- 
ness by those who lead release the 
yellow rats and encourage the crazed 
and neurotic.” 

Similar analyses have been elo- 
quently made in many a pulpit, even 
personally menaced by 
terrorism and harassment more 
severe than many imagine. 


by rabbis 


“It Is a Tribute” 

A characteristic response came in 
Topeka, Kansas, where the cele- 
brated Dr. Karl Menninger, a Chris- 
tian, to his staff: “All civi- 
lized people are saddened by the 
bombing in Atlanta. . . . One can 
find some satisfaction in the thought 
that the kind of people who anony- 
mously plant dynamite consider the 
Jews and the Jewish temple as the 
enemy, important enough to injure. 
This is a tribute.” 

Added Dr. Menninger: “The Jews 
of Topeka are planning a new tem- 
ple here and those of us who believe 
that Jews and temples are important 
and who would like to express it in 
another way might start a Christian 
Fund for assistance in the new tem- 
ple. It could be a gesture of atone- 
ment for the vandalism in Atlanta. I 
would like to start this Fund... .” 

Dr. Menninger is right. The Jew- 
ish temple is the enemy of vicious- 
ness and intolerance. The Union of 


wrote 


American Hebrew Congregations, in 
convention assembled, lauded the Su- 
preme Court for its desegregation 
decisions. The Joint Social Action 
Commission and many temple com- 
mittees, too, have spoken out against 
the denial of equality to Americans 
and the defiance of law. President 
Maurice N. Eisendrath has been in 
the forefront of those protesting the 
flouting of moral and Federal laws, 
and the UAHC Board of Trustees 
has resonantly joined this position. 
Last month the view was reiterated 
by Dr. Eisendrath and the Board at 
a gathering in connection with the 
Union’s 85th anniversary (during 
which both the Atlanta and Peoria 
temples were among those saluted as 
Founding Congregations). 


Anti-Semitism Rising? 


Is anti-Semitism on the rise in the 
U.S.? The experts disagree, but no 
one can disagree with the statement 
of Rabbi Jacob M. Rothschild and 
President William B. Schwartz, Jr., 
of Atlanta’s temple, that the hate- 
mongers’ acts are “directed at the 
total community.” 

It was particularly good to note 
President Eisenhower’s approval of 
the proposal made by Dr. Eisendrath 
that a White House Conference on 
Law and Equality be convoked to 
“dramatize the disastrous national 
and international effects of continued 
defiance of lawful processes.” In his 
letter to Dr. Eisendrath. the Chief 
Executive wrote of his “anger and 
horror” over the bombings and prom- 


ised to give “careful consideration” 
to the “convening of a national con- 


ference to consider this problem.” 

Chanukah is the time to remember 
that though houses of worship may 
be desecrated. their spirit can be 
preserved by those who bring to the 
task sacrificial faith and Maccabean 
fortitude. 





HEN I wAs a child, I asked my 
ecthie why our Sabbath was 
on Sunday. When she explained it 
to me, I then asked, “Why doesn’t 
Daddy come with us to services?” 

Men must work on Saturday, I was 
told, in order to make a living. 

Today, with the five-day week pre- 
vailing throughout so much of our 
society, that answer no longer holds. 

Today it would be possible for 
more people to worship on Saturday 
morning. But, alas, they don't. 

What a pity! No hour is more de- 
lightful than a Sabbath morning in 
temple. Isaac Mayer Wise “invented” 
the idea of a late Friday night serv- 
ice in order to “preserve” the Sab- 
bath for Jewish worship in America. 
And the Friday night service is here 
to stay. 

But the Sabbath morning service is 
a different experience and if you 
have never discovered its charm, you 
ought to. 

Friday night you're still weary 
from the day’s work; on Saturday 
morning, chances are you're a bit 
more rested. If you bring your chil- 
dren with you Friday night you're 
worried about their being up so late; 
you've got no such worry on Satur- 
day morning. If yours is one of the 
new sanctuaries, both the art work in 
the interior and the beauties of na- 
ture outside the temple are more 
visible in the morning than they are 
in the evening. 

Indeed, the entire atmosphere on 
Scturday morning is most conducive 
io worship. 

And the service is enchanting. The 
rolbi seems less hurried. He reads 
f-om the Torah and his sermon is 
icken directly from Scripture. Where- 
as, on the eve of Sabbath the rabbi 
seems more interested in the world’s 
problems, on the morn he seems 
more interested in our problems. The 





Miss Greenfield is a former vice- 
president of the Women’s Guild of 
Temple Shaarai Shomayim, Mobile, 
Alabama. 


by Elena V. Greenfield 





Gems from the 
Sabbath Morning 
W orship Service 


We would not close our eyes 
to the evils that beset our path, 
but struggle manfully to turn 
them into stepping stones lead- 
ing upward unto Thee. 

When selfishness and greed 
prompt us to wrongdoing, may 
the sense of Thy nearness re- 
strain our desires and save us 
from degradation. 

Quickened by Thy spirit, 
may we learn how to ennoble 
the things of earth by sancti- 
fying them to Thy service. 

May we never be tempted fo 
profit by impoverishing and 
degrading the lives of others. 

Open up within the desert of 
our souls the living fountain of 
Thy love that our lives may 
be brought to flower in the 
beauty of Thy goodness. 

—The Union Prayerbook, 

published by the Central 


Conference of American 
Rabbis. Newly Revised, 
Volume I. 














SABBATH AFTERNOON. Painting by Shula- 


mith Wittenberg Miller, wife of Rabbi 
Meyer Miller, Temple David, Durban, South 
Africa, 





Fudaism and the Five-Day Week | 


remarkable and paradoxical mixture 
of calmness and stimulation, which 
is the essence of Judaism, seems to 
work on Sabbath mornings. Of 
course, the combination is not so 
paradoxical; what a genuine worship 
experience does is to allay our fears 
about minor things which we tend 
to magnify during the week and 
simultaneously stimulate us _ to 
achieve those important aims which 
we often neglect. 

The liturgy on Sabbath morning 
is magnificent. Some of the passages, 
I think, exceed in literary beauty 
some of those in the Friday night 
readings. And, for variety, there are 
five different services. 

Perhaps your only exposure to the 
Saturday morning service has been 
at a Bar Mitzvah. I do not mean to 
belittle Bar Mitzvahs, but I submit 
that you really can’t capture the 
flavor of the service when you are 
waiting in suspense to listen to the 
young man of the morning. To cap- 
ture the true mood of that service 
you must try it when there is no Bar 
Mitzvah. Chances are it will become 
a habit, and a most helpful one. 

Some people say that religious 
services are so repetitious that they 
become boring. I have found that 
the people who say that are people 
who seldom attend services. Those 
who go often do not become weary of 
them. On the contrary, they grow so 
attached to them that it is truly a 
habit, but one capable of providing 
continuous exaltation. I, for one, have 
been a Sabbath-attender since child- 
hood and have found fresh delight in 
the services through the years. 

Sociologists are asking what are 
people going to do with their added 
leisure time, as the work-week is 
continually reduced. I submit that 
what we do with that time is a test 
of what we are. If you are wise, you 
will explore the Sabbath morning 
worship custom. That hour in temple 
can make the rest of the week more 
significant. 
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This article is a rejoinder to one in 
a previous issue by Rabbi Albert S. 
Goldstein who rejected the proposal 
advanced by Rabbi Albert A. Gold- 
man about the restoration of the 
breaking of the glass as a sign of 
sympathy with Jewish suffering. 
Rabbi Goldstein described the glass- 
breaking custom as “vulgar and un- 
couth.” 

—TuHeE EpitTor 


F WHAT determines the unworthi- 
I ness of a custom or ceremony is 
the taint of superstition, vulgarity or 
primitive outlook, as Rabbi Gold- 
stein suggests, then we not only 
should refuse to break the glass at 
weddings, but we ought to throw 
the ring out, too, and the wine and 
the candles, and the priestly bene- 
diction, and the wedding ceremony 
itself, not to mention circumcision, 
the Kaddish, and God. 

All of these, at some time or an- 
other in the long, evolving history of 
Judaism, had some superstitions or 
unseemly ideas associated with them. 
Any one of these, examined under 
the microscope, has enough primeval 
silt still clinging to it to be extremely 
offensive to an impeccably intellec- 
tual, consistently rational, modern 
religion. 

The “stately cadenced prose of the 
priestly benediction,” which Rabbi 
Goldstein regards with so much 
reverence, originated in the most 
elegant abattoir of antiquity and in 
the cu't of animal sacrifice where sins 
were washed away in the blood of 
innocent animals slaughtered for the 
purpose by priests. The benediction 
they bestowed upon the faithful was 
in payment for adherence to that 
cult. The language of the benedic- 
tion, critically examined, bears evi- 
dence of a primitive anthropo- 
morphism. 

“Solemnizing a marriage,” says 
Rabbi Goldstein most esthetically. 





Rabbi Levey serves Temple Beth 
Torah of San Fernando Valley, 
Pacoima, California. 


i CHANUKAH, 1958 





Throw the Ring Out, Too! 


by Samson H. Levey 


“is a weaving of poetry, the poetry 
of words, flowers, music, and candle- 
light.” “Light,” says no less an au- 
thority on Jewish customs than Hay- 
yim Schauss, “was a popular charm. 
The demons, who held sway only in 
darkness, shunned the light. This ex- 
plains the lighted torches and can- 
dles at weddings used from ancient 
times to the present.” (The Lifetime 
of a Jew, p. 215) 

Most interesting of all is the his- 
tory of the wedding ring, which is 
regarded as the most hallowed fea- 
ture of the ceremony. There is no 
mention of it in Bible or Talmud. 
The Mishnah speaks of women being 
purchased (Hebrew, niknit, literally, 
“bought”) by means of money (Kid- 
dushin 1:1), reflecting the primitive 
view of wife as chattel; and the wed- 
ding ceremony itself was little more 
than a business transaction. 

Use of the ring in the Jewish wed- 
ding came into vogue about the 
seventh or eighth century, under for- 
eign influence, as a substitute for the 
coin that was originally used. “The 
fact that the Jews (like the Romans) 
did not exchange rings, and that one 
was given only by the bridegroom to 
the bride, is explained by the cir- 
cumstance that the ring was used as 
a symbol of marriage by purchase. 

> (Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. X, 
p. 428) 

But this is only part of the story. 
The ring itself had a very “exalted” 
purpose. “As rings were objects of 
utility before they became esthetic 
articles, their purpose was the most 
important known to primitive man— 
their magic significance. They were 
esteemed as useful as a protective 
charm directed against evil spirits, 
which were believed to be the cause 
of disease, illness, and misfortune 
generally.” (W. J. Fielding, Strange 
Superstitions and Magical Practices, 
p. 34) Schauss informs us that “the 
closed circle was a popular charm 
(against demons), explaining the 
encirclings around the bride under 
the chupo. The magic circle may also 


have motivated the marriage ring. 

« (p 218) 

In the light of all this, what makes 
the use of the ring any more beauti- 
ful and meaningful than the crush 
ing of the glass? Basically and in- 
trinsically there is very little differ- 
ence between the two as far as their 
primitive, superstitious origins are 
concerned. 

The true meaning of the ring cere- 
mony lies not in the crude ideas 
through which it passed in the course 
of its development, but in the beauty 
of sentiment and the sincerity of 
purpose with which the bride and 
groom endow it. This is the sole cri- 
terion of the worthwhileness of any 
ritual. And it is the only sound 
basis on which to judge the signifi- 
cance of the breaking of the glass. 
Since this has been reinterpreted as 
the symbol of fidelity and undying 
devotion between the two partners 
in marriage, like the breaking of the 
glass used in toasting a sovereign, it 
can and does have meaning and merit 
no less edifying than the symbolism 
which we ascribe to the ring. 

From the historical point of view. 
we must bear in mind that early Re- 
form Judaism eliminated the break- 
ing of.the glass because of the over- 
tones of Jewish nationalism in the 
traditional explanation, and because 
of the superstitions which clustered 
about the practice. 

But these considerations no longer 
prevail; and people in our meve- 
ment have every right to readopt a 
ritual with an upgraded interpreta- 
tion if they feel it will enhance their 
spiritual life. 





Listen to.... 


the MESSAGE OF ISRAEL 


Now in our 25th year. 





We’re on 200 stations. 
Are we on yours? 
If not, write us at once. 




















by Arthur Saul Super 


HEN THE Middle East crisis was 
W: its height last summer, what 
do you think was the issue which was 
absorbing the interest of Israelis? 
The Bible Quiz contest! The broad- 
cast of the quiz finals attracted the 
greatest listening audience ever at- 
tained in Israel. 

Now, Israel is a very politically- 
conscious people. The fact that there 
are more daily newspapers per 
thousand of population than any- 
where else in the world is evidence 
of that. Yet, the greatest crisis of 
national security since the War of 
Independence was eclipsed in pop- 
ular interest by a Bible quiz! 

How does one explain it? It 
proves that our nation is starved for 
religion. Despite the pride over our 
physical achievement, there is some- 
thing missing: the spiritual. 


“Religion” in Israel 


Take the tenth anniversary cele- 
brations, for example. They were al- 
most devoid of religious content. 
There were synagogue services, but 
nothing memorable was said, nor 
planned. There was no noteworthy 
religious achievement in which to 
glory. The nation can look back only 
on a succession of ritual squabbles 
over Sabbath transport, boys and 
girls playing together in children’s 
clubs, the breeding and sale of pork, 
allocations of money to the con- 
struction of ritual baths. the con- 
scription of girls into the army. over 
whether or not to bury a child of 
mixed marriage in a Jewish ceme- 
tery, over the mixed bathing pool in 
Jerusalem, the granting of a site 
for Dr. Glueck’s school, over the 
giving of a license to a non-kosher 
butcher-shop which supplied Jeru- 
salem’s diplomatic corps with their 
meat, and over who is and who is 
not a Jew! 

This is the record of Orthodoxy, 





Mr. Super is assistant editor of The 
Jerusalem Post, J/srael’s English 
language daily newspaper. 


Reform Judaism and Israel’s 


the only Judaism people know here. 
And this is the reason why there is 
such hunger here for the word of 
the Lord. It is expressed in many 
ways, mostly unpublicized. There has 
been a great increase in the number 
of groups, especially among young 
people, who are discussing such sub- 
jects as prayer, God, and modern 
forms of Judaism. 

A common denominator in these 
searchings is a mutual persuasion 
that no effective guidance can be 
forthcoming from the Orthodox side. 
This does not mean that Orthodoxy 
in Israel does not contain dynamic 
elements which provide a_ sincere 
framework for the spiritual life of 
thousands of people. But this influ- 
ence is limited. In general, what it 
does mean is that Orthodoxy, by its 
concentration on ritual conservatism 
and by its unblushing use of the 
peculiar political set-up in Israel 
which gives pious politicians the bal- 
ance of power and, therefore, a pow- 
erful blackmailing weapon, has ut- 
terly discredited itself in the eyes 
of the people. It has been made mani- 
festly clear that for good, sound, 
ideological and even Zionistic rea- 
sons, which would require an article 






in themselves to go into adequately, 
Orthodoxy can no longer satisfy the 
religious requirements of a modern 
State. 


Renascence of Religion 

What is lacking in all this welter 
of searching is some central goal, 
some clearly defined and 
some proper organization. During the 


purpose 


past two years, there has been an at- 
tempt to organize such a central, 
dynamic body and the attempt has 
found expression in the Circles for 
the Renascence of Religious Life in 
Israel. Although not officially con- 
nected with either the World Union 
Judaism or the 
have been 


for Progressive 
UAHC, these 

greatly encouraged by both bodies, 
especially the latter. For the first 
time, two years ago, liberal New 
Year and Day of Atonement services 
were held in Tel Aviv, mainly under 
the direction of the writer. Since 
then, there have been regular weekly 
services in Jerusalem and bi-weekly 
ones in Tel Aviv on Friday evenings. 
In Haifa, a congregation which is 
closer to Conservative Judaism has 


circles 


been making great progress for even 
a longer period. 


TWO LIBERAL RELIGIOUS GROUPS described by author in th's article now exist in Israel. 
Below are scenes from worship service of the Jerusalem group which was visited last summer 


by a pilgrimage of more than fifty teenagers of the National Federation of Temple Youth 
who visited the Holy Land with Rabbi and Mrs. Irwin Blank. On left, candlelighting blessing 


is being read. On right, two Torahs are presented to the congregation by Rabbi Herbert 
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Spiritual Hunger 


I do not propose at this stage to 
go into the composition of our serv- 
ice. It is unorthodox in the sense that 
it is eclectic. We choose prayers from 
any source we please and even create 
new ones. We do, as Reform does 
in the U.S., follow in a general way 
the ancient Mishnaic structure of the 
service, but do not feel ourselves 
bound to it. All references to sac- 
rifices are, of course, discarded. So, 
logically, are all customs which give 
a position of privilege to the tradi- 
tional priesthood or kohanim. We are 
of two minds regarding the passages 
about the “chosen people” and, ac- 
cordingly, are making an alteration 
in the Adoration. We have not yet 
decided whether the actual formula 
of Kol Nidre shall be retained. 

In Tel Aviv, a problem is that 
we are finding it almost impossible 
to rent a suitable hall. No public 
premises licensed for weddings or 
functions will house us because the 
proprietors know this would entail 
the loss of their kashrut license. The 
political parties who have halls are 
afraid of coalition frictions and, in 
any case, we are not anxious to be- 
come obligated to any political body 
for our premises. In Jerusalem, our 


group, which meets at Bet Halutzot 
(a project of the Women’s League 
for Israel) is being threatened with 
expulsion at the instance of the 
Orthodox authorities. The position 
today is that any religion has full 
freedom to function in Israel except 
deviants from Orthodoxy. 

It is a paradox that the one thing 
Israel can probably very well learn 
from the Diaspora is the experimen- 
tation in adapting forms of Judaism 
to modern needs. Orthodoxy cannot 
teach Israel anything today. It has 
nothing new and does not wish to 
offer anything new; it tries to force 
the expanding, growing life of the 
new nation into old molds which no 
longer fit the times. Reform Judaism, 
(and how- 
ever much they protest the label, 
Reconstructionist and Conservative 
Judaism belong to this category, since 
they reject the full rabbinic author- 
ity) is continually trying to find the 
synthesis between what Judaism has 
to offer and the spirit of the times. 
It is vocal on all the great issues of 


in all its connotations 


the day and, therefore, writes its 
spiritual sign manual on the growth 
of the spirit of America as a whole. 
That is precisely the sort of Judaism, 


Weiner, left, holding Torah, and Rabbi Richard Hirsch, director of the Chicago UAHC Fed- 
eration. The Torahs, given by Rabbi Weiner’s congregation, Temple Israel, South Orange, 
N. J., were made available through the generosity of Abe Ellis, of Newark, N. J. Left of 
Rabbi Hirsch are Sholom Ben Horin, leader of the congregation, and Dr. J. L. Benor, assist- 
ant director-general of the Israeli ministry of education, a member of the congregation. 

























































adapted to meet the needs of this 
country, that we need in Israel. 

For this reason, this writer would 
claim that Reform has a duty to- 


wards Israel. It has been insufh- 
ciently active in discharging that duty 
in the past and must increasingly 
participate in the formation of the 
spiritual life of Israel in the future, 
(and that includes the near future). 
The problem of the spiritual hunger 
in Israel here is too serious to brook 
any further delay. 


A New Job 


ONE OF THE NEWEST BOOKS 
published by the Union of American 
Hebrew 
commentary on the Book of Job, by 


Congregations is a new 





Dr. Solomon B. Freehof (above), of 
Pittsburgh. It is the latest in a series 
of volumes on the Bible prepared by 
the Joint Commission of Religious 
Education of the Union and the Cen- 
tral Conference of American Rabbis. 

Described as the greatest literary 
classic of all times. the Book of Job 
deals with the question of why the 
innocent suffer. Rabbi Freehof’s de- 
lineation of the Scriptural work was 
enthusiastically hailed by many re- 
viewers. One of them, Dr. Victor 
Reichert, of Cincinnati, himself the 
author of a Job commentary, praised 
the author for “his originality and his 
perception of the richer levels of 
meaning that lie hidden beneath the 
surface.” 














RABBI GREENWALD, author of this 
article, stands in pulpit of Washing- 
ton Avenue Temple, Evansville, Ind., 
to respond to tributes paid him on 
thirtieth anniversary of his ordina- 
tion. 


MY 
EXPERIENCE 
WITH 
CANCER 


by Milton Greenwald 


HE ACCEPTANCE of chastisements is listed in the 

Talmud as one of the forty-eight virtues by 
which one acquires Torah, At the risk of overwork- 
ing the personal pronoun, I wish to describe how I 
achieved at least this one of the forty-eight. 

I am one of the many contemporaries who has 
suffered from cancer. Thank God, I can say that I 
am one of the increasing number who has had suc- 
cessful treatment, that is, removal by surgery, with- 
out evidence of recurrence, as of this writing, five 
years later. There may be in my history, I trust, 





Dr. Greenwald, Rabbi Emeritus of Washington Ave- 
nue Temple, Evansville, Ind., is presently active as 


rabbi of Temple Emanuel, Mansfield, Ohio. 


some germ of help and encouragement for many of 
my readers, 

I had no suspicion of the dread disease when my 
family physician sent me to the world famous clinic. 
I had a swelling in my neck, which, he said, might 
involve delicate surgery. I cannot describe the numb- 
ing shock that settled upon me when the immediate 
and firm diagnosis was: cancer. In a daze, | sat 
through the taking of a specimen for biopsy, dis- 
cussion of an operation: when, who. . . . Such details 
are easily settled; within the week, I underwent 
surgery. 

Now, perforce, I must reduce weeks and months 
to sentences, The surgery involved palate and throat. 
After a brief period of convalescence, I began the 
extended course of deep X-ray therapy which was 
to prove so painful in its ultimate stages. Actually, 
the anticipated result of such treatment is something 
like a burn, both external and internal. The delicate 
tissues of the throat and swallowing apparatus were 
irritated to such a degree that every act of swallow- 
ing was simple torture, despite the fact that my diet 
was soft or liquid. I did not waste a swallowing mo- 
tion! For weeks and months, I expectorated, to avoid 
swallowing my saliva. Each morning, I dreaded the 
first attempt to use the swallowing muscles, after 
the relaxation of a night. This difficulty was en- 
hanced by the deficiency of saliva to lubricate; some 
of my salivary glands had been removed. It was dur- 
ing this period that I composed a meditation on pain 
in which I wrote: “Pain is a solitary experience. No 
one can know another’s pain. . . . My pain is per- 
sonal; it belongs to me! I cannot share it; I cannot 
give it away.” 

In such a state of continuous discomfort, re- 
lieved only by analgesic drugs. the weeks stretched 
into months. I went to Florida, hoping to recuperate 
more rapidly. Within a week after my arrival, I suf- 
fered a heart attack, brought on perhaps by the rigor 
and tension of the preceding experience. Once more 
I was subjected to lengthy hospitalization, beginning 
all over again the slow process of return to normal 
living. 


Family, Friends and Faith 


Looking back upon those days, I am not sure 
whether it was that I never fully realized, or never 
accepted the critical nature or portent of my illness. 
I never thought that I was in danger of dying. 
Certainly, I suffered a rude shock when I finally 
returned home and found that friends and acquaint- 
ances did not recognize my attenuated features. In 
fact, there were many who greeted me in such a 
manner as to indicate that they thought that I had 
passed away and were shocked to see one returned 
from the grave! This was, I believe, an expression of 
their subconscious reaction to the word “cancer,” 
which for so many, connotes extinction. If my narra- 
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tive does no more than help dispel this prevailing 
fallacy, I will count that as one of the several gains 
from my harrowing experience. 

Such, in brief, was the nature of my ordeal. 
Through it all I did not despair. I maintained a cheer- 
ful spirit. At the risk of indulging in self-praise, I 
make this assertion because of its importance. “A 
merry heart is good medicine,” says the Bible (Prov. 
17:22), and I feel that my own outlook helped me a 
great deal. Yet I do not take too much credit for it, 
because there were several sustaining factors that 
contributed to. my morale. I call them the three 
“F’s,” family, friends, and faith. 

The relationship of wife and husband is sacred, 
but never more than in time of trial. I have neither 
the eloquence nor the insight to describe the staunch 
devotion of my wife who suffered in my pain per- 
haps more than I did. Hers was no hand-wringing, 
weeping companionship, but the bright and warming 
comradeship of cheering smile and cheerful words. 
Even as through the years her love responded to 
mine, so through the time of tribulation her cheering 
outlook responded to my hopeful spirit. Never was 
word of complaint or question exchanged between 
us. To say more would be irreverent revelation of a 
truly sanctified relationship. 


What Friends Contributed 


What friends contribute, they cannot know! The 
cumulative effect of the personal messages from all 
segments of the community in which I had lived for 
over twenty years was more than touching; it was 
vivifying. It was a tedious task to acknowledge each 
one separately, and by hand, but in the doing the 
message was revived and its warmth echoed again in 
my being. I urge you, do not fail to send messages 
to your hospitalized friends. They will be helped 
more than you know. 

In speaking of friends, I owe a special public trib- 
ute of thanks to my congregation, the Washington 
Avenue Temple, whose moral and financial support 
contributed to my strength of body and peace of 
mind through the long months of my illness and 
recovery. 

And the third “F” is faith! During the course of 
writing this account, confessedly I have for the first 
time scrutinized and gazed into the depths of that 
word. Everyone uses it glibly . . . everyone, including 
rabbis and ministers! What is faith? It is not a fixed 
quantity, but it is a part of the individualized person- 
ality. Some people are by nature cheerful and opti- 
mistic; they have the roots of faith. Courage and 
fortitude are a part of it, and the physical ability to 
bear pain enters into it. Some persons feel pain more 
keenly; their threshold of tolerance is low. There are 
those whose fears exaggerate and accentuate every 
ill; such have difficulty! Some of these factors are 
within the control of the individual, and some are 
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not. Inner strength is a quality that is within the 
power and control of the individual. One may have 
fear, and yet face the fearful with fortitude. 

But perhaps this is a circular argument! Those 
who have faith have courage; those who have cour- 
age are blessed with faith! Here, I believe, is a 
concept that is broader than mere acceptance of 
theological principles, “Faith” is generally defined 
as “belief,” but faith as I use it, in the sense of 
Jewish tradition, is more than that. The Hebrew 
word, emunah, is derived from the root “to stand 
firm.” Faith, then is assurance, confidence, and ac- 
ceptance of destiny, while trusting in the goodness 
of God. “Share thy burden with the Lord, and He 
will sustain thee” (Psalm 55:23). Faith is not nec- 
essarily the specialty of the clergy! My surgeon com- 
mented that most clergymen reacted like laymen to 
the ordeals of pain and radical surgery. This is not 
to belittle my colleagues, but to indicate that in my 
opinion, my training and calling had little or noth- 
ing to do with my reactions. Or, to put it otherwise, 
I assert that the resources which I found, the faith 
which sustained me is something that everyone can 
have. As Isaiah put it, “Ho, everyone that thirsteth, 
come ye for water.” Thus, to sum up, the determin- 
ing factor in my fight, not against disease, but 
against pain and fear, was faith: the supreme con- 
fidence that all would be well, and whether it be well 
or ill, it is the will of God! I truly knew the meaning 
of the words of our prayer book, “When we are 
tried by sorrow, and days of anguish are allotted to 
us, it is not that Thou hast forsaken us. ... I thank 
Thee that Thou hast tried me, for now that Thy vis- 
itation is past, I draw waters of joy from the wells 
of salvation.” With grateful humility, I think that it 
has been my privilege to share in small measure the 
quality which has made Job the supreme example 
of faith to all men through the ages, when he 
said, “Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him” 
(Job 13:15). 

How can we possess faith? It is not built in a day; 
it is not, like Jonah’s gourd, the growth of a night. 
It is an attitude of mind and spirit which must be 
carefully and consciously nourished. It is a treasure 
which must be accumulated. There are no “get-rich- 
quick schemes” by which it may be acquired. Nor, 
though there be lenders, can it be borrowed. Each 
must, for himself, find, generate, create or build 
this supreme resource of living which, like so many 
of the important things of life, is not desired or ap- 
preciated until it is needed, and cannot be found to 
fill sudden demand. 

This, then, is my concluding thought: I have, I 
believe, with the help of faith in God, surmounted 
adversity, and even from this depressing and painful 
experience, I have derived an ultimate gain. To para- 
phrase Shakespeare, “Out of this nettle pain, we 
pluck this flower, the understanding of all pain.” 


















INALLY, THE moment had 
F come to us as it must to all 
parents: the child, feeling her- 
self maltreated, prepared to 
leave home. 

The overnight case was 
yanked from its roost in the 
Fibber McGee closet, a variety 
of necessaries was selected from 
the disordered bureau drawers, 
and a mutinous Deborah, in the 
full bloom of ten years of age, emerged from her 
room. 

She marched into the kitchen, where I stood stir- 
ring the soup. “Well,” she declared to my non- 
committal back, “I’m going.” 

“Good-bye,” I forced myself to answer. 

(Ho, all you who pass along the road, look and 
see, If there is any pain like my pain, which has 
been dealt to me! — Lamentations.) 

She maneuvered her tense little form so she could 
look into my face. “Good-bye!” The strident fare- 
well exploded through trembling lips. 

Before closing the door behind her, she paused 
and inhaled the kitchen aromas. “Are there little 
chicken eggs in that soup?” she challenged. 

I seized the opportunity. “Yes,” I replied, re- 
moving a limp sprig of parsley. Then I offered 
further lure. “And no carrots.” 

She detected the bait. “Who cares!” 

The door banged to, and she was on her way, a 
disconsolate figure in smudged chinos and rumpled 
white jersey joined incongruously by a gold cinch 
belt. Her pony tail bobbed defiantly. 

(Hidden from our sight are the events of the 
future. — Rosh Hashanah Service.) 

A paralysis of inertia suffused my limbs. Ab- 
surdly, I continued to skim fat from the soup. 

Once again the door slammed, and Helen, an 
eight-year-old who never enters quietly, aroused 
me from my lassitude. “Where’s Deb going?” she 
demanded in zooming through the kitchen. Helen 
is the original perpetual motion machine. 

“She’s leaving.” 

“Huh? Why?” It was inconceivable to Helen 
that anyone of sound mind would leave the fra- 





A professional writer, Mrs. Litwack is the wife 
of the president of the Men’s Club of Ohaber Sha- 
lom Temple, Brookline, Mass. 
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THE DEPARTURE 


A Short, Short Story for Mothers of Ten-Year-Old Girls Only 
By Georgia Litwack 


grances of a Sabbath meal merely to revolt against 
a mother when any fool knew you only had to 
shout her down. 

“She feels herself to be a victim of injustice.” 

“A what?” she scoffed. Helen’s no-nonsense tone 
has a way of slicing through pretensions. 

Suddenly I realized I might have an ally in 
effecting a reconciliation. “She feels she has been 
treated unfairly. You'll probably never see her 
again. She won't bother you any more.” 

For the first time in my recollection, Helen was 
frozen to the spot. “That’s right,” she mused. “She 
won’t boss me around any more.” She stared won- 
deringly into space for a half-minute, which seemed 
to me in my panic an eternity. 

“But I have a funny feeling about her leaving,” 
she said. 

At last! 

“Then Tun quickly, and tell her so.” 

“You bet I will,” she gasped. “She hasn‘t re- 
turned my velvet hair band!” 

Helen dashed past her father, who flattened him- 
self skilfully against the door frame to let her pass. 

“A-a-ah,” he greeted me. I never know whether 
that particular sigh of appreciation reflects joy in 
me or in the chicken soup. Then, with a jerk of his 
head in the direction of the departing fury, he 
grinned. “What’s up?” 

A mother’s intonation, it is said, can alarm or 
calm an entire household. 

“Another milestone.” I tried to smile indifferently. 
“Deb didn’t like the punishment I administered, 
so she’s leaving home.” 

(For everything there is a season .. . a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh. — Ecclesiastes.) 

I do not fool my husband. “She can’t have gone 
far,” he reassured me. Briefcase and evening paper 
were deposited on the kitchen table, and my pro- 
tector took the matter in hand. 

Anxiously, I watched through the window, and 
before long saw the three of them, with arms of the 
arbitrator resting on the two pairs of young shoul- 
ders, sauntering towards home. 

Deborah’s grip on the handle of her bag seemed 
slightly relaxed as she brushed by the cook on her 
way back to her room. “I shall reconsider,” she 
announced with great dignity. 

(Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 
cometh in the morning. — Yom Kippur Service.) 

Next day, the bag remained ominously packed. 


AMERICAN JUDAISM i 











yo 


of 
ev 
sh 


SP 


bi 
de 





vack 


‘inst 
1 to 


fone 


in 
een 
her 


was 
She 
on- 


ned 


im- 
Ss. 
1er 

in 
his 
he 





/ 





“If you’re planning to stay,” I proffered, “would 
you like me to put away your things?” 

When Deborah smiles in understanding, the heart 
of the lion must melt. “Sure, Mom. You know where 
everything goes.” Then, because she is Deborah, 
she added, before running out the door, “Thanks, 
Mom.” 

(Which shall a man gratify, his flesh or his 
spirit? Judaism answers “both.” —Milton Steinberg.) 

Not without curiosity, I released the clasps of the 
bright blue, circular bag, and lifted the ballerina- 
decorated lid. 

Therein were crammed the memorabilia of ten 
years of living, the supplies Deborah had chosen for 
her journey, and a single talisman: 

1. A “pearl”-encrusted plastic wallet, containing 
some three dollars in change and several non- 
spendable silver dollars received regularly 
from Grandma at Chanukah. 


2. Two pairs of socks, one knee-length. 

3. A silk neckerchief. 

4. Her Girl Scout bracelet. 

5. A gold heart locket containing pictures of her 
mother and father. 

6. A bracelet sent one summer from Atlantic 
City by the other grandmother, now gone. 

7. An empty key ring. 

8. Four pieces of hard candy, assorted flavors. 

9. A ticket to the Harvard College Observatory. 

0. In a crayon-scrawled gold paper box, the 


miniature Torah she had received at her Sun- 
day school consecration. 


(... And these words ... shall be upon thy 
heart. Thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children. .. . Torah: a Hebrew noun de- 
rived from the verb meaning “to guide” or 
“to teach.” ) 
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7/ MORE TEMPLES TURN 





LARGEST OF 
CENTENARIANS 






is Temple Beth Israel, Portland, Oregon, 
whose Rabbi Julius Nodel is shown here 
(left). President is George W. Friede (above). 








STUDENTS FROM 
CINCINNATI branch 
of HUC-JIR often 
serve 100-year-old 
Anshe Emeth, Piqua, 
Ohio. President is 
Mayer Kahn. 


CONGREGATION BENEH ABRAHAM, Ports- 
mouth, Ohio, also is often ministered to by 
rabbinical students. Louis Levi is president. 











IN BATON ROUGE, 
La., Rabbi Walter 
Peiser holds Torah 
in new building of 
Temple B’nai Israel. 
Above: Byron Kant- 
row, president and 
son of a president. 





PETERSBURG, VA.’s Temple Rodef Sholom 
has no rabbi currently. President is Jacob 
Zuckerman. 
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SEVEN MORE TEMPLES within 
the family of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations have reached 
the century mark. Representatives of 
the temples, mentioned on _ these 
pages, will receive special certificates 
at the Biennial Assembly of the 
Union, November 15-18, 1959, at 
Miami Beach. 








BUILDING OF ANNEX was part of 100th 
anniversary celebration of Temple B’rith 
Sholom, Springfield, Ill. President is Stanley 
C. Myers (left), and Rabbi is Meyer M. 
Abramowitz (right) 
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NORMAN SHANE (left), president of Wash- 
ington Ave. Temple, Evansville, Ind., is 
member of UAHC national board of trus- 
tees. Spiritual leader is Rabbi Martin B. 
Ryback. 
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STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, designed and painted for chapel 
by campers at Great Barrington, are admired by teenagers 
attending conclaves of GNFTY (Greater New York Federation of 
Temple Youth). 
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AT GREAT BARRINGTON, MASS., camp named after the late 
Joseph Eisner, vice-chairman of the Union and leader of Congre- 
gation Rodeph Sholom of New York City, attracted hundreds to 
summer sessions. From left: Rabbi Sanford Shapero, Elmira, N. Y., 
Lexy Felds of Long Beach, N.Y., Joel Bernstein of Westfield, 
N. J., and Rabbi Alan M. Sokobin, Bloomfield, N. J. The camp 
pictured above will be formally dedicated this spring, according 
to Sydney W. Roos, president of the New York Federation of 
Reform Synagogues, who paid tribute to the Eisner family for 
its magnanimity. 





AT CAMP UNION-INSTITUTE, Oconomowoc, 
the Union camps, teenagers of the Chicago and Great Lakes 
Council of the Union, listen intently to what is said in a rabbi- 
led study course. 


Wisconsin, first of 
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UAHC CAMPS 


YOUNG PEOPLE really live their Judaism in the 
five camps owned by the Union. The number of 
youngsters of all ages who took advantage of the 
various programs offered at these camps reached 
the thousands. They played, prayed, created pro- 
grams, and studied with zeal and zest. The success 
of the camp program is signalized by the fact that 
virtually every UAHC region is a-buzz with plans 
to obtain a camp of its own. Camps are used for 
adult gatherings, too: institutes, conferences, etc. 


















OFFICERS OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION of Temple Youth, the 
teenage arm*of the Union, the first to popularize the camp in 
Reform Judaism, extend their greetings to Eve Eisenmann, of the 
UAHC temple in Panama. To Eve's right is Robert Miller, Lexing- 
ton, Ky., president; and to her left, Roger Wolf, Cincinnati, first 
vice-president. Top row, from left, John Evans, Shreveport, La., 
secretary; Charles Nathanson, Detroit, second vice-president; Ralph 
Garber, Chicago, third vice-president; and Dennis Katz, Jackson- 


ville, treasurer. 





AT SARATOGA, California, the UAHC camp is a favorite of pre- 
teen youngsters here seen in a Friendship Circle. Successful 
seasons for younger children were also reported at “The Camp 
for Living Judaism” in Kresgeville, Pa., for children of the Penn- 
sylvania UAHC Council. 





DR. ABRAHAM CRONBACH tells Bible Story at Ohio Valley 


Council camp, near Indianapolis. 
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Federation and Yeshiva cam paigns... follow the Manual, to see the words you 
hear on the records. 

The famous Living Language courses 

are based on the phenomenally success- 

ful method the U. S. Army used. These 


courses previously sold for $29.95 (with 
twenty 78 RPM records). Now you get 
e everything contained in the $29.95 


course for only $9.95. (Living Lan- 
guage courses are also available in 


re- 
ul H O T E q p L A Z A French, Spanish, Italian and German. ) 
np Ten days free examination 
n- Use the coupon below to send for your 
N EW YORK 19 N Y course today. Try it out in your own 
, e e home. If within 10 days you don’t agree 
that this is one of the easiest, quickest 
ways to learn Hebrew, just return the 


PLaza 3-7680 course within 10 days and owe nothing. 
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Send no money! Mail today to: 

Crown Publishers, Dept. 91, 

419 Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 16, N. Y. 

Please send me a course in Modern Conversa- 
tional Hesrew for 10 days Free examination. 
Within that time I will either remit $9.95 plus 
nominal postage charges or I will return the 
course without further obligation. 





* Complimentary conference on request 





Save! Check this box if payment is en- 
closed. Publisher will pay all postage 
charges. Same return privilege, of course. I 
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MORRIS ADELSTEIN 
Denver 






LEON J. ELL 
Miami Beach 


JULIUS E. FLINK 
Elberon, N. J. 





ALBERT M. KAHN 
New York 





DAVID A. MORITZ 
Cleveland 






LOUIS SHIFRIN 
St. Louis 
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IRVIN M. SHLENKER 


JUDGE A. A. AXELROD 


J. ROBERT ARKUSH 


Los Angeles San Francisco 
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NATHAN EMANUEL 
New Rochelle, N. Y. 





HAROLD FORGOTSTON LOUIS J. FOX 
New Orleans Baltimore 





LOUIS E. KATES 
White Plains, N. Y. 


IRVING KANE 
Cleveland 





ELMER L. MOYER 
Dayton 


MARTIN NADELMAN 
Houston 





LEONARD N. SIMONS 


Houston Detroit 





DR. H. J. GEWIRTZMAN 
Jersey City 





PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 
Park Forest, Ill. 





MICHAEL NEWBURY 


RICHARD M. STERN 
New York 






SAMUEL J. BASKIN 
Glencoe, Ill. 


COL. S. J. BRONSTEIN 
St. Louis 


New UAHC Bo: 


ULTIMATE AUTHORITY for decisions and 
policies of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations rests with the Assembly of 
Delegates which meets biennially (next meet- 


M. WILLIAM BREMAN 


HARI 
Atlanta | 








JOSEPH HARLAM 
Hazleton, Pa. 


R. H. GREENBERG 
Philadelphia 











CLARENCE P. KUDISCH A 
Brookline, Mass. 
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MAX L. KOEPPEL 
Brooklyn 
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DR. GEORGE PINESS 
Los Angeles 


MAURICE OLEN 
Mobile, Ala. 
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SOLOMON STERN 
Boston 


DR. A. THALHEIMER ISR 
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Board Members 


ing, Nov. 15-18, 1959, in Miami Beach). 

Leaders of the Union are members of the 

board of trustees; among recently elected ; 

board members are those pictured here. MAX E. ENKIN SAMUEL W. EPSTEIN 
t Toronto Sharon, Pa. 
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Adult Education at Glencoe 
Is a Four-Phase Program 


NE OF THE MOST comprehensive 
O adult education programs in 
the country is that of North Shore 
Congregation Israel, Glencoe, Ill. It 
is a four-phase program. 

1. Study Courses. Adult education 
is under the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Religious Education of the 
Temple; but men’s club support 
gives substantial impetus in the form 
of manpower and money. Half of 
the Board are men’s club leaders. 
The men’s club contributed $500 in 
1957-58, nearly half of the budget. 
There were 160 registrants during 
the year, including a hard core of 
122 who attended regularly. 

The program is divided into two 
terms of ten weekly sessions each on 
a variety of subjects relating to the 
Bible and Jewish history and litera- 
ture. Lecturers include rabbis and 
other educators. Participants may 
enroll in one or two Tuesday night 
courses. 

2. Sunday Breakfast Club. The 
men’s club regularly conducts a 
Sunday Breakfast Club. Its purpose 
is to stimulate interest in Jewish 
culture, religion and tradition. Re- 
cent topics included “Judaism and 
Psychiatry.” “Why Jews Survive,” 
and “Jews Behind the Iron Curtain.” 
On a number of occasions, the lec- 
turers are members of the brother- 
hood. 

The men’s club subsidizes the cost 
of the breakfast, and the sessions are 
free to those attending. To sustain 
the program on the high level on 
which it was instituted, $550 is 
budgeted. 

Attendance varied from 100 to 
175 throughout the year. It was ex- 
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pected that most of those in at- 
tendance would be parents who 
brought their children to religious 
school. It turned out, however, that 
the greater portion of those attend- 
ing came from the general member- 
ship of the congregation. 

3. The Return. In the past year, 


the brotherhood has assumed leader... 


ship of the Returns, which have be- 
come a regular part of the congrega- 
tional life. Attendance is limited to 
15 men, who leave the community 
with the rabbi for two days of intro- 
spection, study and prayer. It is a 
“return to God.” No business is 
transacted; telephones are not avail- 
able. It is unusual to find a man 
who has participated in a Return 
who does not feel that he has had a 
unique experience which has brought 
him closer to God and the brother- 
hood of man. 

4. Forum. Men’s Club, in conjunc- 
tion with the Sisterhood, conducts 
the North Shore Forum. The chair- 
man of the forum consistently has 
been one of the vice-presidents of 
the men’s club. Last year’s series 
consisted of: Adlai Stevenson on 
“Overseas Report:” Lawrence Spi- 
vak in “Meet the Press — In Re.- 
verse;” Prof. David Neiman on “The 
Dead Sea Scrolls:” Maxwell Raab 
on “The U.S. Cabinet — A Story of 
Personalities” and Dr. Abram Sac- 
har on “Crisis in Higher Education.” 
About 1000 tickets at $5 for the 
series were sold. One or more of the 
series lectures are devoted to topics 
of Jewish content. The forum has 
spread beyond the congregation and 
now constitutes a public service to 
the North Shore community at large. 


Southeastern Regional 
Jan. 23-25 at Jacksonville 


Brotherhood delegates and _ their 
ladies from Florida, Alabama, Geor- 
gia and South Carolina will attend 
a Southeastern Regional Convention 
January 23-25 at the George Wash- 
ington Hotel in Jacksonville, Fla. 
Simpson Walker, Jr.. NFTB Board 


member, is general chairman. 


N. Y. Man-of-Year Dinner 
Will Cite Golden Jan. 15 


Installation and Man-of-the-Year 
Dinner of the Metropolitan Confer- 
ence of Temple Brotherhoods will be 
held January 15 at the Hotel Plaza 
in New York City. 

This year’s award will be pre- 
sented to Harry Golden, publisher 
of The Carolina Israelite and author 
of the best-selling book “Only In 
America.” 


Welcome, 


New Affiliates 

Kingston, N.Y.. BROTHERHOOD 
OF TEMPLE EMANUEL, Pres.. 
Charles S. Ronder; San Pedro, Calif., 
BETH EL MEN’S CLUB. Pres., 
Jerome L. Lewin; Garden City, N.Y.., 
MEN’S CLUB GARDEN CITY 
JEWISH CENTER, Pres. Leonard 
Botwinick; Milwaukee, Wis., 
TEMPLE SINAI BROTHERHOOD, 
Pres., Dr. Irving I. Cowan: Hunting- 
ton, N.Y.;: BROTHERHOOD OF 
TEMPLE BETH EL, Pres., Dr. Leo 


Harrow: Port Elizabeth. Union of 


South Africa, TEMPLE ISRAEL 
BROTHERHOOD, Pres., Arnold 
Bergman; Monroe, ‘N.Y... MEN’S 
CLUB OF MONROE TEMPLE, 


Pres., Irving Hammerman; Cleve- 
land, Ohio, TEMPLE EMANU-EL 
MEN’S CLUB, Pres., Bernard S. 
Mandle: Columbus, Ga.. TEMPLE 
ISRAEL BROTHERHOOD, Pres., 
David Rothschild, II. 
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NFTB Adult Education Kit 


Stimulates Jewish Learning 


300-page Adult Education Kit, 

prepared by NFTB last summer, 
is befng used by brotherhoods and 
other temple groups to stimulate 
more interest ‘by their members in 
Jewish learning. 

Immediate favorable reactions to 
the kit, a major effort of a year of 
emphasis by NFTB on adult educa- 
tion in brotherhood programming, 
were received from rabbis and lay- 
men all over the country. 

NFTB gave copies of the kit to 
rabbis, brotherhood presidents, adult 
education chairmen and temple ex- 
ecutive secretaries and educational 
directors, and made _ additional 
copies, while they last, available at 
$2 each. 

Based on the theme “The More 
Study — The More Wisdom,” the 
kit provides as educational aids 
good books, dramatic movies and in- 
teresting lecturers. 

Two general open discussion type 
programs suggested in the kit are 
proving popular. One is a “Holiday 
Film Forum;” of movies, 
script extensions for suggested inter- 
views and discussion aids are fur- 
nished. The other is “What Do You 
Know About Judaism?,” a series of 
five discussions based on 100 ques- 
tions and answers. 

For more intensive study groups 
there are 13 outlines, specially pre- 
pared by rabbis. The material is de- 
signed for use by small as well as 
brotherhoods and also for 


prints 


large 


other temple groups interested in 
adult education. 
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A Home Book Program offers to 
brotherhoods at substantial discounts 
154 selected reference books, and an 
annotated bibliography is provided. 
A distinguished list of adult educa- 
tion speakers is recommended and a 
special effort is being made through 
the NFTB Lecture Bureau to block 
book them on tour. Successful expe- 
riences with various types of pro- 
grams are related in a section on 
“How to Organize an Adult Edu- 
cation Program.” A planning guide 
on Week-end Institutes and Retreats 
also is included. 

All brotherhoods have been urged 
by J. Robert Arkush, NFTB presi- 
dent, to appoint adult education 
chairmen and committees to put the 
kit to local use. Prepared by NFTB 
in cooperation with the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations and 
the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods, the kit was projected 
after many months of study by a 
national Adult Education Commit- 
tee headed by J. Jacques Stone, of 
New York, NFTB vice-president. 

A recent survey by the Central 
Conference of American Rabbis re- 
vealed that the greatest shortcoming 
of adult Jewish education is the 
lack of sufficient motivation. The 
most pressing problem, it was found, 
is the indifference of the laity to 
Jewish study. NFTB’s purpose in 
this program is to help stimulate 
greater motivation for Jewish learn- 
ing through the men’s clubs and 
other temple groups. This will be 
done not only through the kit, but 
also at regional conclaves and re- 
gional conferences. 

Immediately on receipt of the kit, 
rabbis and laymen throughout the 
country began planning local use of 
it in the adult education program of 
their congregations this year. 

“T shall be referring to it con- 
stantly for a long time to come in 
planning my own adult education 
work.” Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn, 


of Temple Israel, Boston, com- 
mented. 
Irving I. Katz, executive secre- 


tary of Congregation Beth El, De- 
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“This is 


collection of 


troit, wrote: without a 
doubt the finest ma- 
terial on Jewish adult education in 
the country.” 

Rabbi Albert G. Baum, director 
of the Department of New Congrega- 
tions of the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations, noted that the 
kit “will be appreciated 
throughout the country, particularly 


great ly 


by our own new congregations.” 

“Congratulations on a_ splendid 
contribution to Jewish education,” 
wrote Rabbi James A. Wax, of Tem- 
ple Israel, Memphis. “You have 
done a magnificent job that will have 
real impact.” 

Robert L. Adler, past president of 
the Chicago Conference of Temple 
Brotherhoods said: “Heartiest con- 
gratulations for a job well done. This 
is something of which NFTB can 
truly be proud. I discussed the kit 
with our rabbi for the use of 
our Temple Adult Education Com- 
mittee.” 

Plans are being made for an adult 
education conclave of leading rabbis, 
educators and laymen in the Spring 
to review experiences in putting ma- 
terials and suggestions in the kit 
into local and to plan 
further approaches to increased 
knowledge of Judaism by the Re- 


operation 


form laity. 
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Brotherhood Programming In Depth 


by J. Robert Arkush 


President, National Federation of Temple Brotherhoods 


ROM ouR LAST NFTB Biennial 

Convention in Pittsburgh has 
emerged “brotherhood programming 
in depth.” 


Improved kits of service materials 
resulted from the Convention’s over- 
whelming decision to increase the 
NFTB per capita dues from $1 to $2. 
Our varied program aids are funda- 
mentally designed to make our mem- 
bers better informed Jews. 


This year we are emphasizing 
Jewish adult education in brother- 
hood programming. We are working 
hand in hand with our rabbis and 
congregations and with our parent 
body, the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations, to help achieve 
this objective. 

We have given our affiliated clubs 
outstanding service kits to stimulate 
adult education, to obtain good 
speakers and other programs for 
their meetings, to increase their mem- 
bership, to bring their members out 
to meetings, and to increase temple 
attendance. We have provided many 
other basic organizational aids. 

We are increasing our national 
staff, and are taking a giant step this 
year toward making the NFTB a 
self-sustaining member of the UAHC 
family. 

We are expanding our field work, 
visiting with individual clubs and 
conducting regional conventions and 
leaders workshops from coast to coast. 

We are helping to establish new 
brotherhoods in congregations where 
they do not now exist. 


In this the 65th year of our great 
brotherhood educational project for 
better interfaith understanding, the 
Jewish Chautauqua Society, we are 
meeting increased demands for serv- 
ice to colleges, Christian church 
camps and TV and radio. To con- 
tinue and expand this important 
work, we need many more _indi- 
vidual annual JCS memberships and 
many more JCS quota clubs. 


Originally, the Jewish Chautauqua 
Society was concerned solely with 
the continuing education of the adult 
Jew. It conducted study institutes 
and correspondence courses for,. bet- 
ter understanding of Judaism by 
Jews. Now NFTB is reverting to this 
original purpose with its adult edu- 
cation program. 


The constructive programs of 
Brotherhood and Chautauqua are 
most worth while, and merit the at- 
tention of every man in the temple. 

Although we are furnishing to our 
380 affiliated brotherhoods the tools 
to make their clubs strong arms of 
their temples, these program aids 
and suggestions mean little unless 
they are put to local use. The broth- 
erhood program is a high plane of 
service. However, we are completely 
dependent on goed local leadership 
to get it across. Every Reform Jewish 
layman can find a splendid oppor- 
tunity for service in the work of his 
brotherhood. Greater participation, 
and above all, a well informed and 
dedicated local leadership is vitally 
needed. 


Judaism is a way of life. It is an idea as well as an ideal. 


The warmth, vibrancy, and beauty of Reform Judaism 


are the magnets which are causing so many to be drawn 


to it. 








LEON L. BERKOWITZ, right, the first chan- 
cellor of the Jewish Chautauqua Society 
from 1942 to 1948, receives a gold ‘Key to 
Enlightenment” from NFTB president, J. 
Robert Arkush during special services in 
Rodeph Shalom Temple, Philadelphia, Octo- 
ber 3. The presentation was made the 
day following a leaders workshop attended 
by representatives of 14 brotherhoods in 
the Philadelphia area. 
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SOLID BRONZE YAHRZEIT TABLET 
To stimulate fund raising, organization 
leaders choose United States Bronze tablets 
for their unusual beauty and economy. Send 
for free catalog illustrating actual work 
done for Jewish organizations. 






TESTIMONIALS 


Solid Bronze Testimonial 
Plaques Mounted on Satin- 
Smooth Walnut Boards. 
Many sizes and designs 
available in all prices. 
Send for free catalog. 


: “Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 


UNITED STATES BRONZE SIGN CO., Inc. 


° 101 W. 3l1st St. 


DEPT. AJ 


BROTHERHOOD SECTION * 
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PROFILES 


about men who have 
rendered outstanding 


service to brotherhood 


WENTY YEARS AGO, Albert F. 

Mecklenburger was elected pres- 
ident of the National Federation of 
Temple Brotherhoods. 

In the same year, with the help of 
Dr. Maurice Jacobs, of Philadelphia, 
and the late Arthur Strauss, of Chi- 
cago, the NFTB took over the Jew- 
ish Chautauqua Society, as its na- 
tional educational project. 

Commemorating that historic oc- 
casion, Mr. Mecklenburger welcomed 
JCS as “a tangible project which 
would furnish added purpose to the 
brotherhood movement.” 

“The adoption of this project,” he 
added, “is the most important and 
significant event in the history of 
NFTB.” 

During Mr. Mecklenburger’s ad- 
ministration, from 1939 to 1941, the 
number of colleges served annually 
by JCS increased from 88 to 166. 
Prophetically, he foresaw possibili- 
ties for further growth when he com- 
mented that “the radio broadcast 
field has not been touched.” 

Now the doors of more than a 
thousand colleges are open to JCS. 
The Society is sending rabbis to lec- 
ture on request to 450 colleges a year. 
In addition, eight motion pictures 
produced by JCS have had more 
than 3000 telecasts, and six radio 
shows produced this year are being 
broadcast. 

Likewise, the period of Albert 
Mecklenburger’s presidency was one 
of steady growth in brotherhood 
membership, and NFTB’s roster in- 
creased to 130 clubs with 20,000 
members. Today there are 380 clubs 
with 60,000 members. 

Mr. Mecklenburger, a noted at- 
torney in the patent law field, was 
born in 1888 in Okolona, Miss. After 
receiving degrees from the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi and the University 
of Chicago, he was admitted to the 
Illinois Bar in 1911. For the next 
eight years he was associated with 
Jones, Addington, Ames and Seibold. 
specializing in patents, trademarks 
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Albert F, Mecklenburger 


and copyrights. In 1919 he became a 
member of the firm. A member of 
the American, Illinois and Chicago 
Bar Associations and the Patent Law 
Association of Chicago, he is now a 
member of Olson, Mecklenburger, 
Von Holst, Pendleton and Neuman. 

Active in North Shore Congrega- 
tion Israel, Glencoe, Ill., of which he 
is former president, Mr. Mecklen- 
burger is now a member of the ex- 
ecutive board of the Union of Ameri- 
can Hebrew Congregations. A tribute 
to his valued service to brotherhood 
and to Judaism appears on a cita- 
tion which was presented to him at 
a testimonial dinner when he was 
NFTB president by the Chicago Fed- 
eration of Jewish Congregations and 
the Chicago Conference of Temple 
Men’s Clubs. 

In 1917 he married the former Jo- 
sephine Pollak. They lived in High- 
land Park. Their interest in Judaism 
is being carried on by their children. 
Their daughter, Martha Dora, is the 
wife of Rabbi Murray Blackman, of 
Rockdale Avenue Temple, Cincinnati. 
One of their two sons, Jerome, an 
engineer, is married to a daughter 
of Rabbi Abraham Feldman, of Hart- 
ford, and the other son, Alvin F., a 
sales executive, is married to the 
granddaughter of the late Rabbi 
Bernard Ehrenreich, of Montgomery, 
Ala. The Mecklenburgers have eight 
grandchildren. Mr. Mecklenburger’s 
hobby is fishing and he occasionally 
finds time for vacation trips to go 
after some big ones. He belongs to 


Northmoor Country 
Standard Club and _ B'nai 


the Masons, 
Club, 
B'rith. 

Today at the age of 70 Mr. Meck- 
lenburger is still active in the prac- 
tice of law and in leadership of the 
policies governing Reform Judaism. 
Brotherhood will ever look to him 
with honor and respect for the im- 
portant role he played in the develop- 
ment of the men’s clubs and their 
Chautauqua project. 


3000 Telecasts 
of JCS Films 


More than 3000 telecasts of the 
eight movies produced by the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society have been re- 
ported by 394 TV stations in every 
state and several foreign countries. 

A similar number of showings to 
temple, church and civic groups have 
brought the total number of viewings 
to over 6000. Distribution of prints is 
handled by 104 volunteer local dis- 
tributors. 








SPEEDLINER DUPLICATOR 


A fine low cost spirit duplicator only $84.50 
plus $5.07 tax complete with free supplies. 
Prints post card to legal size 8'2x14 in. from 
1 to 5 colors at one time. Up to 60 copies per 
minute. Prints without ink and 300 to 400 
copies from one master. Masters may be 
typed, written, traced or drawn—so easy. 
Excellent for Temple and organizational uses. 


Write For Free Booklet—Dept. G4 


SPEEDLINER COMPANY 


4404 N. Ravenswood Ave. Chicago 40, Ill. 
In Canada—M. W. Martin Ltd., 1270 Eglinton Ave. W., 
Toronto, Ont., Canada. 





Free to WRITERS 


seeking a book publisher 


Two fact-filled, illustrated brochures 


tell how to publish your book, get 
40% royalties, national advertising, 
publicity and promotion. Free edi- 
torial appraisal. Write Dept. AJ9 


EXPOSITION PRESS INC. 
386 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 16 
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JCS at Work in India 


by Rabbi Hugo Gryn 


HY Is IT that Judaism in a land 
W as vast and culturally minded 
as India is hardly known? 

Comparatively few Jews have lived 
there. At the very most, there are 
25,000 in India today, out of a total 
population of over 350,000,000, and 
they have not developed the means 
for cultural or religious communica- 
tion. As a result, there is much mis- 
understanding about Jews and Juda- 
ism in the minds of Indians. 

Under the auspices of the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society, I visited the 
University of Baroda and the Gujarat 
University in Ahmedabad last Janu- 
ary. The president of the student 
body at Baroda, Mr. Acharya, was 
at the station to meet me when I ar- 
rived at 6 a.m. in bitter cold weather. 

After breakfast we toured the 
campus, spread over the city. Every- 
where I was introduced as “our 
Jewish lecturer.” The lecture, on 
“Jewish Contribution to Civiliza- 
tion,” was scheduled for 3:30 p.m. 
When I got to the hall at 3, in the 
company of Professor Shukla, the 
chairman, it was filled by over 1000 
students. 

The audience was attentive and 
the lecture went off smoothly. Then 
came question time, and suddenly a 
shout from the rear: “Sing us some 
Jewish songs.” A pleading look at 
Professor Shukla only revealed him 
engrossed in doodling. By then the 
audience as a whole took up the cry 
“Sing!” 





Hugo Gryn is rabbi of the Jewish 
Religious Union of Bombay in India, 
under the auspices of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism. 
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Then I remembered a year of em- 
barrassment as a freshman choir boy 
at Hebrew Union College, and Dr. 
Werner’s “No, Gryn, you never will.” 
But I was caught, with only one 
way out. Hine Ma Tov was succeeded 
by Kol Nidre, the Shema, Yismachu 
Ushavtem 


and then we all sang 
Mayim. 

With singer and repertoire ex- 
hausted, Professor Shukla closed 


the meeting and off we went to a 
joint tea and reception by the local 
Lions and Rotary Clubs. It was the 
first time any of them met a rabbi. 
They proved a most attentive audi- 
ence, but I was careful to avoid any 
reference to music. The next morn- 
ing at 6 a delegation of students saw 
me off. 

At Ahmedabad I was met by the 
registrar of the university and taken 
to the home of a friend, Professor 
Umasbanker Joshi, who is a well 
known teacher at Gujarat. We were 
joined by some of his colleagues and 
compared Hebrew and Sanskrit until 
lecture time. When it was found that 
I study Sanskrit, I was asked in the 
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RABBI HUGO GRYN lecturing on Judaism to Indian students. 


Educational Project of the Temple Brotherhoods 


best spirit of tit-for-tat, to send them 
a Hebrew grammar. 

Again the lecture started at 3 p.m. 
This time the chairman was the uni- 
versity president, Mr. Desai. The 
audience was restricted to graduate 
students and faculty. The session 
lasted three and a half hours, filled 
with a host of thoughtful comments 
and questions. The consensus was 
that their understanding of the West 
was really incomplete without con- 
sidering the Judaic elements and in- 
fluence. The social views of the 
Prophets and the accomplishments of 
the State of Israel were perhaps of 
the greatest interest. In summing up. 
the president suggested that a course 
in Jewish history be taught at the 
university. He hoped that I would 
be able to help with the project. 
Given time and the means, I cer- 
tainly shall try to do so. 

Apart from the similar work in 
Bombay, the Jewish Chautauqua So- 
ciety is helping to arrange more lec- 
tures at other universities in India. 
Jewish history and philosophy, and 
above all the Jewish religion, are 
unquestionably of interest to In- 
dians. Judaism offers no shortcuts 
for India. Nor can the fundamentals 
of Hinduism and Judaism be recon- 
ciled. But a dialogue between the two 
and is long 


can be stimulating 


overdue. 
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How Great Neck Club 
Got 700 JCS Members 





by M. Hiram Kagan, JCS Chairman 


ow pip Temple Beth El Men’s 
Club, Great Neck, N. Y. get 
$8112 worth af JCS memberships, to 
become the No. 1 brotherhood in the 
country for Chautauqua last year? 

Our president, Herman Sulken, 
and vice-president, Ben Alpert, at- 
tended the NFTB Biennial Conven- 
tion at Pittsburgh, and _ returned 
home with a firm resolve that JCS 
be sold at Great Neck. 

I had never heard of JCS, but 
when I accepted the chairmanship I 
sought information about the project 
from NFTB. I knew I first had to sell 
myself on it before I could sell 
others. Then I learned that JCS is 
doing a noble and vital job. It is 
essentially a crusade against prej- 
udice and bigotry, conducted by an 
organization dedicated to the de- 
velopment of friendship and under- 
standing between Christian and Jew, 
which does much to help build a bet- 
ter democracy. 

I decided to test an appeal. I se- 
lected 50 names from our club and 
temple roster and phoned them for 
$10 pledges. I developed a_ one- 
minute “pitch” on accomplishments 
of the five-phase JCS educational 
program in the colleges, Christian 
church camps and on TV. I secured 
pledges from 40 of them. 

Then I started to educate 
Board about JCS. The entire Board 
agreed to serve as a JCS commit- 
tee. We got NFTB to send Av Bond- 
arin, assistant executive director, to 
speak at a Board meeting to kick 
off our campaign. I gave the com- 
mittee members names to contact. 
with addresses and phone numbers 
To some workers I gave my “pitch” 
in writing. 

A great deal of work followed. I 
continually kept in touch with my 
committee. Most of them came 
through with excellent results. The 
response was heartwarming. Approx- 
imately 75% of the members con- 
tacted contributed $10 or more. 
Within the first three months the 
committee received pledges which re- 


our 


i CHANUKAH, 1958 


sulted in our total receipts. 

Now that a new brotherhood year 
is well under way, it is important 
for the members of our JCS com- 
mittee to realize that it was possible 
for the club to go over its quota last 
year not through the efforts of any 
one individual, but rather through 
hard and enthusiastic participation 
by many members. The success of 
the past year has generated a desire 
on the part of our brotherhood mem- 
bers to maintain a high level of 
achievement in raising funds toward 
this year’s JCS goal. 

Our brotherhood always has been 
outstanding in its endeavors. I am 
certain that on the boards of brother- 
hoods throughout the country there 
are many dedicated individuals who 
will diligently and conscientiously 
discharge duties assigned to them. 
It is only necessary to show them 
the way, to educate them about the 
importance of JCS, to impress them 
that JCS is a project that deserves 
high rating on the club agenda, and 
that JCS can be successfully sold to 
the club and temple membership. 


JCS Holiday Movies 
Adapted for Radio 


Six dramatic about the 
major Jewish holidays, produced by 
the Jewish Chautauqua Society and 
being telecast by several hundred 
TV stations, have now been adapted 
for radio. This year they are being 
broadcast on Sundays around the 


movies 


time of each holiday by stations of 
the NBC radio network on its “Faith 
in Action” future 
JCS plans to make the shows avail- 
stations for 


series. In years 


able on other 


local re-broadcast. 


tape to 


Congressman’s Wife 
Praises JCS Visit 

A Jewish Chautauqua Society sum- 
mer camp engagement by Dr. Jerome 
Tolochko, Temple Israel, Kinston, 
N. C., was praised highly by the 
wife of a United States Congressman. 

Mrs. Robert T. Ashmore, Green- 
ville, S. C., wife of the Representa- 
tive for the Fourth District of South 
Carolina, expressed her appreciation 
to Dr. Tolochko for his course on 
“Judaism” at Kanuga Young People’s 
Conference, Hendersonville, N. C., 
in June. The Ashmore’s daughter at- 
tended. 

“How glorious it is for all faiths to 
love each other,” 


understand and 


wrote Mrs. Ashmore. 


$300,000 Needed this Year 
for 5-Phase JCS Program 


© CONTINUE and expand its five- 

phase educational program for 
better understanding and apprecia- 
tion of Judaism, a projected goal of 
$300,000 has been set by the Jewish 
Chautauqua Society for the fiscal 
year ending June 30, 1959. 

A drive for voluntary individual 
annual JCS memberships is being 
conducted now by temple brother- 
hoods to raise their local quotas for 
their Chautauqua project. JCS chair- 
men and committees have been ap- 
pointed to secure new memberships 
and obtain renewal of past ones. 

By achieving this goal the Society 
this year will be able to assign rabbis 
on invitation to lecture at 450 col- 


leges; to sponsor accredited resident 
lectureships on Judaism at 15 uni- 
versities; to send rabbis to serve as 
counselor-teachers at 150 Christian 
church camps; to donate 2500 addi- 
tional Jewish reference books on re- 
quest to college libraries, and to pro- 
duce more dramatic TV films and 
radio shows about Judaism. 

This far flung brotherhood project 
is supported through individual JCS 
memberships of $10, $15, $25, $50, 
$100, $1,000 or more. Memberships 
and support this 
vital work are welcomed. For a copy 
of the latest JCS annual report, 
write the Jewish Chautauqua Society, 


838 Fifth Avenue. New York 21, N.Y. 


contributions to 
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Through the Combined Campaign .. . 


Let’s Make the 85th Anniversary of 
Organized Reform Judaism Richly 


HE MORE THAN 1,000,000 men, 

women and children who make 
their spiritual home in the 560 Re- 
form congregations in the United 
States and Canada have been called 
on to observe and celebrate the 
eighty-fifth year of organized Reform 
Judaism on the American continent. 
The anniversary is that of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, 
which was founded just over eighty- 
five years ago, but includes as well 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion. which the Union 
established two years after its forma- 
tion. These two institutions, pioneers 
of their kind, reflect the organizing 
genius of one man: Rabbi Isaac 
Mayer Wise, a pioneer in the truest 
American tradition. 

How does one give meaning to 
such an observance? 

To recall that great event which 
took place in Cincinnati on a hot 
summer day eighty-five years ago: 
to pay homage to the creative spirit 
of Rabbi Wise; to memorialize the 
great figures who expanded his work, 
all this is necessary, but not enough. 

Reform Judaism, we maintain. is 
living Judaism. It respects the past, 
values the present and treasures the 
future. Its movement is forward. lis 
aims are upward. Its objectives are 
not merely the spread of our heritage 
but the true alliance of men and God. 

To deepen this alliance. or cov- 
enant, the Combined Campaign for 
American Reform Judaism needs 
your support, and asks it in the con- 
viction that you will receive far more 
in benefits than you give in dollars. 

In dollars and cents, the Combined 
Campaign must raise this year a total 
of $2,850,000: $1,300,053 for the 





Mr. Schneider is the Executive Vice- 
Chairman of the Combined Campaign 
for American Reform Judaism. 
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Meaningful 


by Irving S. Schneider 





Union and $1,549,946 for the Col- 
lege-Institute. By giving this year 
more than you have ever given he- 
fore, you can help our national in- 
stitutions to accomplish these tasks 


this year: 

* establish an additional 25 con- 
gregations, 

* strengthen the Reform move- 
ment’s existing family of 560 con- 
gregations, 

*train an additional 400 young 
men as rabbis and cantors. 

* provide an additional 500 teach- 
ers for Reform Judaism’s spreading 
congregational religious schools, 

* issue urgently needed educational 
materials for the 250,000 children in 
the congregational religious school 
system, 

* give religious leadership train- 
ing to a minimum of 50.000 teen-age 
youth, on a year-round basis. 

* widen the Reform movement's 
summer camp program to include 
adults as well as young people, 

* publish sorely needed materials 





to stimulate adult education in Juda- 
ism, 

* give new spiritual life to hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews overseas 
struggling to maintain their syna- 
gogues, and 

* enlarge the Reform movement's 
informational programs to improve 
Christian understanding of Jews and 
Judaism. 

In addition your gift will help to 
maintain: 

* the beautiful House of Living 
Judaism-Berg Memorial in New York, 
hub of the Union of American He- 
brew Congregations, and the UAHC’s 
16 regional service centers that are 
operated as extension of the Union's 
center, providing greater liaison 
with the congregations, and 

* the three schools of the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion—in Cincinnati with its 18 
acres of campus; in New York, with 
its newly expanded building just 
east of Central Park; and in Los 
Angeles, with its lovely hilltop 
campus which is the pride of the 
West Coast Reform Jewish com- 
munity. 

This is an ambitious but thoroughly 
realizable program. Help bring it to 
life. Help make this eighty-fifth year 
the greatest year in our history. Help 
start a pace that will make it pos- 
sible for all of us, on our one-hun- 
dredth anniversary fourteen years 
from now, to look proudly on a move- 
ment made up of double the number 
of congregants we have at the pres- 
ent time and twice as many congre- 
gations. 

Let us make sure that in religious 
philanthropy as well as in observ- 
ances in our temples and in our 
homes, we continue to be what we 
have been for eighty-five years, a 
leading force in the world Jewish 
community! 
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STORY AND 
RECORD BOOK 


BY CHARLES E. BLOCH 

2 Recordings of Blessings and 

Songs inserted in the book. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED AND 

Bound in Three-Color Lami- 

nated Covers 


(Book Size 8” x12”) $2.95 
Recordings Only—Each $1.45 


T HE FIRST CHANUKAH 





A COMPLETE STOCK OF 
CHANUKAH MENORAHS 
NOVELTIES — GIFT 
BOOKS FOR ALL AGES 








Send for Circulars, Catalogues and 
Book Bulletins. Write to Dept. A.J. 


BLOCH PUBLISHING CO. 


For Over a Century, 
America’s Headquarters for 
Ali Jewish Books 


31 W. 31st St., New York 1,N.Y. 
LOngacre 4-2040 





EDUCATOR HONORED 





DR. EMANUEL GAMORAN looks over some 
of the 400 publications issued during his 
thirty-five years as director of education for 
the Union of American Hebrew Congrego- 
tions. Nationally honored for his many 
achievements, Dr. Gamoran recently became 
director-consultant of the department. His 
successor is Dr. Eugene B. Borowitz. 








GIANT PHOTO CONTEST 
(SEE NEXT ISSUE) 
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ARMISTICE DAY 
by Martin M. Weitz 


Forty years ago this day 

\ bayonetted-world vowed, nay! 
Ne’er again this slaughter vast 
This greed-power lust, this life 
half-mast. 


Forty years ago this day 
Ceased the crossfire of angry agony, 
The belching of the cannon- 


caskets, 
The mocking biers and floral 
baskets. 


Forty years ago this day 
The “Great Parade” resumed its 
way; 
In dust and rust are millions held. 
The living men before they’re 


shelled. 


Forty years ago this day 

Saw an “end” to a world-war way: 
But see, how even at this late date 
Some chant again new “Hymns 


of Hate”! 


That bugle blast. that thud again, 
That world stamped down with 
marching men! 
Will women always shed their 
tears 
And turn our hopes to furrowed 
fears; 
Will our legacy ever be but 
burdened biers? 
Or will we know some Peaceful 
Years? 





Rabbi Weitz serves Beth Israel Con- 


gregation, Atlantic City, N. J. 








Attend 


World Union for Progressive 
Judaism in London. Enjoy 
35 day conducted 8 country 
European tour. $1295 rate in- 
cludes finest food, hotels, and 
sail cabin class on “Queen 
Mary,” July 1-August 4. Write 


RABBI NEWTON FRIEDMAN, 
1305 23d, Beaumont, Texas. 
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We Salute the 
UNION OF 
AMERICAN HEBREW 
CONGREGATIONS 


upon its 


85l /} anniversa ry 
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Carl Grossberg 
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Two Panamanians Awarded NFTS Special Camperships 


ik WAS THE most wonderful thing 
that ever happened to me!” 

Her eyes sparkling, her voice full 
of enthusiasm, fifteen-year-old Eve 
Vivian Eisenmann of Panama _ so 
described her experience at the three 
NFTY camps she visited this sum- 
mer to a staff member in the House 
of Living Judaism. “I shall always be 
grateful to NFTS for the ‘Camper- 
ship’ which made this opportunity 
possible for me.” 

Miss Eisenmann of the Republic of 
Panama, together with Miss Naomi 
Litvin of the Canal Zone. were the 
recipients of the two “Special Camp- 
erships” to NFTY camps offered by 
the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods for non-U.S. Youth lead- 
ers. NFTS and its affiliates through- 
out the country have 
more than $45,000 for Leadership 
Institutes and summer “camperships” 
to the NFTY camps at Oconomowoc, 
Wis.. Zionsville, Ind., Kresgeville, 
Pa., Saratoga, Calif.. and Great Bar- 
rington, Mass. Besides the two girls 
from Panama, thanks to NFTS, two 
hundred boys and girls between the 
ages of fifteen and nineteen who are 
potential lay or rabbinic leaders 
were enabled to attend these camps, 
with the aid of full “Camperships.” 
These funds also provided partial 
several hundred 


contributed 


scholarships for 
more boys and girls. 

At Great Barrington, Eve heard 
Jectures by Albert Vorspan. director 
of the Commission on Social Action 
of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations: Rabbi Leonard Zion, 
director of the New York Federation 
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of Temple Youth: Rabbi Jack Stern, 
dean of the Kallah Institute; and 
Rabbi Eugene Borowitz, director of 
the Commission on Jewish Education 
of the UAHC. 

At Oconomowoc the religious com- 
mittee of NFTY presented a cantata 
which Eve, together with some of 
her fellow campers, helped write. 
She also played the clarinet in a 
talent contest. 

“T Will Lift Up Mine Eyes unto 
the Space Age” served as the theme 
for the 1958 program which featured 
study. worship, and recreation. NFTS 
hopes. through these camperships. to 


stimulate the interest of young peo- 


ple in religion and to encourage them 






CO IREEEN 
MISS NAOMI LITVIN of the Canal Zone 
and Miss Eve Vivian Eisenmann of the Re- 
public of Panama, who were awarded NFTS 
camperships last summer, in the Lounge of 
the House of Living Judaism, New York. 


to participate actively in the life of 
the synagogue. 

When they return to Panama, Eve 
and Naomi, who are both bi-lingual. 
will help reorganize the Youth group 
of Temple Kol Shearith Israel. a 
small, mixed group of Spanish- and 
English-speaking young people. They 
both feel their inspiring experiences 
this summer will enable them to act 
as dedicated and informed leaders. 

Incidentally, the rabbi of Temple 
Kol Shearith Israel in Panama, Isaac 
Neuman, who recently completed his 
studies at the Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion, was the 
recipient of an NFTS fellowship. of- 
fered to students from overseas who. 
after ordination, serve congregations 
of the World Union for Progressive 
Judaism outside the United States. 
He is a concentration camp survivor 
who was originally from Poland. 


Committees Meet 


HE House of Living Judaism in 

New York was the scene of two 
meetings in November which brought 
together women from coast to coast. 
The Biennial Program Committee of 
NFTS, whose co-chairmen are Mrs. 
LeRoy Glauber of Rockville Centre, 
N. Y.. and Mrs. Alan S. Green of 
Shaker Heights, O., met to formulate 
plans for the NFTS Convention 
which will be held in Miami Beach. 
Fla.. November 14-19, 1959, concur- 
rently with the convention of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations. The beautiful new Deauville 
Hotel will be the headquarters for 
the 1959 Sisterhood Biennial. Mrs. 
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Leopold L. Schwartz of Miami Beach 
is chairman of the Committee on Ar- 
rangements. 

Immediately following the meeting 
of the Biennial Program Committee. 
the Executive Committee of the 
NFTS Board of Directors convened 
to take decisions in the interim be- 
tween meetings of the NFTS Board 
of Directors, and to formulate recom- 
mendations which the entire Board 
will be asked to pass upon when they 
meet at the House of Living Judaism 
in the late spring. Mrs. Henry Mon- 
sky of Los Angeles. 
NFTS, heads the Executive Com- 
mittee. 


president of 


W elcome to 


New Affiliates 
HE FOLLOWING Sisterhoods have 
been welcomed into NFTS’ ever- 
growing family since the last pub- 
lished list, bringing the total number 
of affiliates to 546, and including 
nine countries of the world: 
SISTERHOOD, CITY AND STATE 
Temple Sholom, Phoenix, Arizona 
Southeast Jewish Center, Downey, Calif. 
Contra Costa League of Jewish Women, 
Lafayette. Calif. 
Peninsula Temple Sholom, San Mateo, 
Calif. 
Beth El Women’s League, San Pedro, 
Calif. 
Women’s Division of the Ventura County 
Jewish Center, Ventura, Calif. 
Temple Sholom, W. Covina, Calif. 
Sisterhood of Congregation Micah, Den- 
ver, Colo. 
Temple Shalom, Norwalk, Conn. 
Temple Beth El, Hollywood, Fla. 
Temple Sinai, N. Miami, Fla. 
Temple Emanuel, Sarasota, Fla. 
Women’s Group of S. 
Center, S. Miami. Fla. 


Dade Jewish 


Sisterhood Congregation Beth Sholom, 
Park Forest, IIl. 

Temple Emanuel, Baltimore, Md. 

Temple Sinai, Worcester, Mass. 

Temple Beth El, Kansas City, Mo. 

Women’s Club of 
Bloomfield, N. J. 

Jewish Center of Cedar Grove, Cedar 
Grove, N. J. 

Temple B'nai Or, Morristown, N. J. 

Jewish Community of River Edge, River 
Edge, N. J. 

Women’s Assoc. of Temple Sinai, Sum- 
mit, N. J. 

Sisterhood of Wayne Jewish Community 


Center, Wayne, N. J. 


Temple Menorah, 
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Temple Emanuel of Canarsie, Brooklyn, 
MN. a. 

Temple Israel, Catskill, N. Y. 

N. County Reform Temple, Glen Cove, 
Ne 

Temple Or Elohim, Jericho, N. Y. 

Sisterhood of Temple Judea, Manhasset, 
N.Y. 

Temple Sholom, Monticello, N. Y. 

Ladies Auxiliary of Temple Israel, Ny- 
at - N. Y. 

Judea Reform, Valley Stream, N. Y. 

Beth Israel, Cleveland, Ohio 

Temple Israel, Monroeville. Pa. 

Ivyridge Community Center, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Temple Zion, Southampton, Pa. 

Congregation Shalom, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Congregation Sinai, Milwaukee, Wis. 


FOREIGN 
Ladies Committee of Temple Emanuel, 
Curacao, Netherlands West Indies 
Sisterhood ot the Jewish Religious 
Union, Bombay, India 
Hillel, East South 


Te mple London, 


Africa 


Discovering Hebrew 


ee Why, its 
Me-zu-zah, Mezuzah! 
Adonoi!” Archimedes could not have 
been more thrilled by his tremendous 
discovery when he rushed out of his 
“Eureka—I 
found it.” than were the students of 
the NFTS-sponsored Hebrew 
sounding out 


elohenu! 
A-do-noi. 


bath exclaiming, have 
class 


who, after painfully 


isolated letters in their first three or 
four lessons suddenly discovered that 
the letters were taking on meaning. 
Words and phrases that they had 
been hearing for years were now 
emerging from the pages of their 
textbook. Later, as they attended the 
noon-day service held daily in the 
chapel of the House of Living Jud- 
aism-Berg Memorial in New York. 
they happily followed the more fa- 
miliar Hebrew prayers. 

This class was the first of the proj- 
ects undertaken by the newly-form- 
ed NFTS Committee on Pilot Proj- 
ects whose chairman and _ vice- 
chairman are Mrs. Joseph Glanzer 
of Crestwood. New York and Mrs. 
Martin Schwartz of Muncie, Indi- 
ana, respectively. Taught by Mrs. 
Mildred Gordon of the NFTS pro- 
fessional staff, the class consisting 
of members of the Board of Directors 
of NFTS, representatives from Sis- 
terhoods in the New York area, and 
a few members of the staff, had, as 
its object, the teaching of Hebrew 
reading so that the students might 
be able to follow the Hebrew in the 
Union Prayerbook. This was ac- 
complished in six lessons of two 
hours each, twice a week, over a 
three-week period. Besides the text- 
book, the flannelgram board and 
Hebrew letters developed by the Ex- 
perimental Education Department of 
the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations were used as aids. This 
material is available to Sisterhoods 


at a nominal cost. 
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The blessing of observing my twenty-fifth anniversary as 
Executive Director of the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods has been immeasurably enhanced by the much 
too generous Uniongrams and messages from so many 
friends and co-workers. The years have passed swiftly and 
with strenuous pace through a tumultu 
history of our people and the world. I am deeply grateful to 
God, as well as to each of you with whom these years have 
been shared, for the work which has been given to us to ac- 
complish together. In all humility I gladly rededicate myself, 
with your great help, to the joyous task of cont 
mutual service through Sisterhood to Jewish 
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Confessions of a Volunteer Fund - Raiser 


ENJOY fund-raising. In my travels 
I across the country from north to 
south and from coast to coast I have 
found this a most exciting experience. 
Whether the group was small and 
intimate, as in a private home, or 
large and more impersonal, as viewed 
from a platform, there are certain 
characteristics common to all such 
gatherings. The 
hostess or the ar- 
rangements com- 
mittee is apolo- 
getic for the 
small size of the 
group. Apparent- 
ly good and 
sound reasons 
are given why a 
larger group 
could not be 
gathered. Although locale may 
change, I find that behind the ex- 
cuses lies the one basic reason for 
the relatively small attendance: the 
ultra-sophistication of those who 
know all the techniques of fund-rais- 
ing and are not going to get them- 
selves exposed to a_ heart-rending 
story, nor to a story of unusual 
challenge. Were they to expose them- 
selves, they fear that in a moment of 
weakness, under the spell of the 
speaker, and the atmosphere. they 
might find themselves committed. By 
absenting themselves. they avoid as- 





suming a sense of responsibility. Al- 
though they may be cutting them- 
selves off from the dynamics of the 
Jewish community today, to a cer- 
tain extent they are successful. They 
are successful in holding on to more 
of their personal income for purely 
personal uses. 

The hostess then tells me that 
much cannot be expected from this 
group and above all I must not exert 
any pressure. In fact, she has prom- 
ised that no one would be embar- 





Mrs. Albert Farber of Philadelphia, 
Pa., is a former member of the NFTS 
Board and one time chairman of its 
Committee on Peace and World Re- 
lations. She has long been a com- 
munal leader in many Jewish causes 
and campaigns. 
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by Mrs. Sarah Farber 


rassed. At this point I find that in- 
stead of the hostess making me feel 
comfortable and at ease, the role is 
reversed. | must comfort and encour- 
age the hostess. I tell her that I un- 
derstand her problem and that I cer- 
tainly am not offended at the small 
attendance. Above all | realize what 
a tremendous job she has done in 
view of all the difficulties which she 
has encountered. This establishes a 
rapport between us and I am no 
longer considered the ogress who has 
come into the community to milk it 
dry of all its assets. We are now 
partners in misery; or so she thinks. 

The meeting begins. A certain ten- 
sion and uneasiness exists. Finally 
the crucial moment arrives and I am 
put to the test. What usually follows 
is that which makes me come away 
from such meetings with greater. ad- 
miration and greater love for my 
fellow Jews. They begin, rather 
timidly at first, to announce their 
contributions. No matter how large 
or small those contributions are, they 
are exactly what I thought this 
group would do. Its reputation for 
generosity is wide-spread and it was 
that reputation which had me look- 
ing forward with pleasure to this ex- 
perience. More contributions are an- 
nounced, and one can sense a change 
in atmosphere. It has 
charged. The group is exhilarated. 
Pledges come in with increased 
rapidity. Everyone seems in a festive 


become 


mood. Gone is the sense of fore- 
boding which was evident at the be- 
ginning of the evening. As the group 
breaks up I am aware of sparkling 
eyes, and countenances bright with 
the reflection of souls alight with in- 
spiration and dedication. Is it sur- 
prising, then, that I leave with a 
feeling that I have made a definite 
contribution to the group? I have 
given them something much more 
valuable than the dollars which they 
have contributed. As they gave up 
some of their material wealth they 
became a living, breathing part of 
the great challenge of our age. They 
could feel they were writing history 
and were molding the pattern for 
future generations. I do not think I 


am making a false claim when I say 
the group left with lighter steps and 
lighter hearts as well as_ lighter 
pocketbooks. 

Furthermore, I never apologize for 
my task. I never explain that it is 
not my purpose to embarrass anyone, 
nor to pressure anyone, nor “to put 
anyone on the spot.” On the con- 
trary. the story I have to tell and 
the picture I have to present is such 
an exciting one that all I am doing 
is giving my audience an opportunity 
to participate in a great undertaking. 
Mine is a mission to open their eyes 
to broader vistas; to let them ex- 
press themselves by participating in 
an historic movement; to lead them 
to become active, living elements of 
our generation. 

However, there is one great fear 
which I have pushed away to the 
rear of my consciousness. What an- 
swer will I give my Maker when at 
last I face Him and He will show 
me the myriads of souls whose lot 
it is to endure remorse forever. Be- 
cause of my inadequacy, these super- 
sophisticates had succeeded in shirk- 
ing their responsibilities. They had 
missed a magnificent opportunity to 
participate in the creativity of our 
generation by helping to bring about 
a better world. Yes. I fear the day 
when I shall be called to account for 
not having saved those souls from 


eternal remorse. 
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Here and There in the Sisterhood World 


ORGAN city and New Iberia, La., 
M share a project that is the em- 
bodiment of the spirit of brother- 
hood. Each Sisterhood has contrib- 
uted to the furnishing of a non-sec- 
tarian chapel in a hospital. 

* % * 


TEMPLE SINAI, New Orleans, La., has 
a discussion group on social justice 
issues which keeps its members in- 
formed of national activities on So- 
cial Action in which all religions par- 
ticipate. These discussion periods are 
held on Temple Day at which time 
Sisterhood members gather in the 
temple to roll bandages for Charity 
Hospital, mend clothes for the Crip- 
pled Children’s Hospital, and make 
pillows out of nylon hose for cancer 
patients. Besides all of this, there is 
a delicious lunch and chit-chat. 
* * * 


TOURO SISTERHOOD’S pet project for 
the blind—‘“Talking Books”- 
panding rapidly. These Jewish ladies 
are busy transcribing onto records 
textbooks for a Protestant boy at- 
tending a Catholic school, as well as 
records for the Jewish blind served 
by the Jewish Braille Institute of 
America. 


is ex- 


* * * 


TEMPLE BETH EL, Steubenville, O., 

holds an annual “Antique Show” 

which has become a community as 

well as a Sisterhood affair with deal- 

ers from all over Ohio and visitors 

from surrounding areas taking part. 
* * * 


THE SISTERHOOD of the Reform 
Temple of Fair Lawn, N. J., spon- 
sored a very successful old-fashioned 
auction. With the help of professional 
auctioneers, a large profit was real- 
ized. 

* * 


A CONFIRMATION RETREAT, Co-spon- 
sored by Sisterhood and PTA of 
Temple Emanu-El, Houston, Texas, 
was held at Bastrop State Park. 

* * * 


THE “HA-HA” club was suggested at 
the last convention of the Southeast 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods 
held in Atlanta, as a unique method 
of furthering attendance at Sister- 
hood meetings. At each meeting every 
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one that attends drops a dime in a 
jar. At the end of the meeting a 
name is drawn from the complete 
membership list. If the person whose 
name is drawn is present she gets 
what is in the jar towards her donor. 
If she is absent she loses out on the 
money. The next day someone calls 
her to say, “Ha-ha—had you been 
would have had such 
and such an amount of money.” 


present you 


The Sisterhood of Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina, is sponsoring a “Sur- 
prise Fund” project. Each member 
receives an envelope with her name 
on it. At the end of the year, the 
envelopes, containing the profits 
from private card parties, apron 
sales, cake sales, etc., are turned in 
to the Sisterhood. The member hav- 
ing the most money in her envelope 
in entertained by the entire group 





BUSY BOMBAY SISTERHOOD 


One of the newest affiliates of NFTS 
is the Sisterhood of the Jewish Re- 
Union of Bombay, India, 
whose rabbi, Hugo Gryn, studied at 
the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion on an NFTS 
fellowship. Rabbi Gryn writes: “Our 
ladies are very stimulated because 
of their affiliation with NFTS, and 
to give you an idea of their work you 
might like to know that, for instance, 
this coming Sunday they will be in 
our place (we expect over fifty) for 
a social gathering, when we shall 
also treat them to some Jewish music. 
Every Tuesday a group of them meet 


ligious 


od 


FOUNDING MEMBERS of Bombay Sisterhood. Seated (left to right): Dr. Milka Joseph, 


in the home of Mrs. Rose Elijah, sew- 
ing and preparing the most attrac- 
tive items for the Fete, which will 
be a very well-prepared and really 
‘home-made’ sale of work; the pro- 
ceeds are to be utilized for our 
Building Fund. Actually, even those 
who are not members of the Jewish 
Religious Union are now seeking to 
help the work of the Sisterhood, and 
I hope that it will become a case of 
the auxiliary body attracting people 
to the main cause.” 

Congratulations, Bombay! Yi-y- 
shar ko-ach! May your strength con- 
tinue! 





Mrs. Sarabhai Ezekiel, Dr. Segulla Aptekar, President, Mrs. Jacqueline Gryn, wife of rabbi, 
Mrs. Rachel Daniels, Mrs. Rose Elijah. Standing (left to right): Miss Naomi Daniels, 
Mrs. Julie Joseph, Mrs. Moselle Hemi, Miss Esther Daniels, Mrs. Diana Elijah, Mrs. 
M. A. Daniels, Mrs. Perl Samuels, Mrs. Ruby Benjamin, Mrs. Jerusha Hyams, Mrs. Julie 


Levy Solomon, Mrs. Miriam Reuben. 
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ERE in over 400 superb reproductions of photographs, 

paintings, drawings, proclamations, cartoons, handbills 

and pamphlets, you'll find the entire fascinating story of 
American Jewish Life and culture from the first tiny settle- 
ment in New Amsterdam to the present. A brilliant commen | 
tary skillfully blends the currents of Jewish history into the | 
flow of American history, pointing up the Jewish role in the 
Colonies, the Revolution, the Civil War, both World Wars, the 
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